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" House Armed Services Coin-

w-the-Se start-
ing closed - door . hearings
¥eb. 2 on the Amerwdn mili-
tary posture.

Plans for the House inqul-
ry were announced Friday
by Rep. L. Mendel Rivers

mai,
Thursday Sen. Rlchald B.
Russell (D-Ga.), chairman of
the Senate Armed  Services
Committee, said his group
will “begin -closed” hearings
elr, -9 on the sanie gubjécts.])

ley in Vietnam, as part of the
- Yoverall defense picture,
Rivers singled out problems
of military pay and Navy|
ship building . programs as
objects of hisg’ bpeclal con-
cern. .
~ TFirst Action :

‘Rivers announced the
hearings in his first official
act as chairman.of the com-
mittee since succeeding Rep.
“1Carl Vi‘uson (D-Ga.), who re-
tived ‘in - Janoary after 50
yea in Congress.
Rivers said the committes
will cover ail world trouhble:
spots, including whether. Eu-
ropean allies have met North
Atlantic Treaty Olgamzafmn
requn‘ements ..
‘He said the committee ajs6
- fwdll Jquestion Defense Secive-
itary’ Robert 'S, McNamara
and defense . offlcials on
plans fok new manned air«
planes and- a McNamana
Ehm, ‘announced in Deceni-;
serves and, the  Nat onal'
Guard. .
"Eroding morale” of mm-
tary personnel will be a ma«

. _/——z?:—:wgugﬂm "
WASHINGTO ‘hej Rivees

/mittee will gel a one-week:

(D-S8.C.), committee _chair-

el Vool .
has sard ho will worls
fQue"uijor iy neezn-e foe
servicimien -« eitivated to}
cost 330U mi lon a v, -
Howrver. & defease mes-
sage 1t to Coo g s Mone
day by the Pzasidens indicat-
ad only a "review ' of pay
scales is pbnned #n.} that no
mgnm'-ﬂ hudpeted for &
raise. BT
. Granted Haises -
Last \eax the mj. L(uu y 1e-
ceived $190 Jm]hou in’ pay
raiges e afing 3% for offi-|
vers and slu,hﬂy less fer ens

But *where the Semte,
|committee indicated its in-!
tention to focus on U.S. pol-|

er, for Lombmmg Army re-i

jisberd mion, ’Ic;) mitisivy offis
cers complain this was fn
adequate..

Rivers said many « omnnt-
tee menbars have expressed
concern that buildiy g of new

ships is fsiling to keep
alveast. of the times, e said
e expects Lo’ question de-; ¢
fense  leaders closaly on
plans eventually to convert’

the Navy . to nuclear power, ,

The Navy got onec hucleay-
nowered mrmaft cawrier and
ssked for more, but the last
two ca.rievs authorized, will
use convertional fuel as a res:
sult of McNumara's ovm‘rul-
mg ofnavv "L,quests.‘_. g e d-
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jor subject, Rivens ‘gpgjc@ted,']
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